
 

 

America250MI Community Action Packet 

An Americ250MI Committee in 
Every County 
Be Part of the Celebration! 

Form Your Committee • Pass Your Resolution • Celebrate Michigan's Story 

Bringing Michigan's 250th Anniversary Celebration to Your Community  
Through Our 5 Guiding Themes 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS 

As we approach America's 250th anniversary in 2026, Michigan has a unique opportunity to 
showcase our state's endless contributions to the American story. Through 
America250MI's 5 Guiding Themes, every community can participate in this historic 
moment: 

America250MI 5 Guiding Themes: 

● The American Experiment - How democracy has evolved and grown in Michigan 

● We the People - Celebrating the diverse voices that built our state 

● The Power of Place - Michigan's unique contributions to America through its 
geography, resources, and communities 

● Unfinished Revolutions - Our ongoing work toward equality and justice 

● Doing History - Preserving and sharing our stories for future generations 

The best part? Anyone can get involved! You don't need special credentials, extensive 
resources, or prior experience. All you need is enthusiasm for Michigan's history and a 
desire to bring your community together. 

For more detailed information on the 5 Guiding Themes, follow this link to our Program 
Guide: www.america250mi.org/guide 

 

 

 



 

 

STEP 1: FORM YOUR AMERICA250MI COMMITTEE 

Building an Inclusive Team Around Our 5 Guiding Themes 

Start the Conversation 

Begin by hosting an informal gathering to discuss America250MI and its significance for 
your community. Use our 5 Guiding Themes as conversation starters: 

● What does "The American Experiment" look like in our town? 

● How do "We the People" reflect the diversity of our community? 

● What makes our place special in Michigan's story? 

Welcome Everyone 

Your committee should be inclusive and accessible to all: 

● Students (including high schoolers) - fresh perspectives on history 

● Seniors - lived experience and community memory 

● Local leaders - connections and resources 

● Community members - diverse voices and skills 

● Anyone passionate about local history - enthusiasm is your only requirement! 

Recommended Committee Composition 

To ensure broad representation around our 5 Guiding Themes, consider including: 

● Tourism representatives - showcasing the "Power of Place" 

● Educators and students - "Doing History" for future generations 

● Tribal representatives - honoring Indigenous contributions to "We the People" 

● Local historians and cultural groups - preserving "The American Experiment" 

● Community advocates - advancing "Unfinished Revolutions" 

● Youth leaders - carrying forward Michigan's story 

● Local politicians and officials - providing official support 

● Any interested community members - everyone has a role to play! 

 



 

 

Establish Your Mission 

Draft a simple mission statement that connects to America250MI's vision. Focus on: 

● Inclusivity and collaboration 

● Celebrating Michigan's diverse contributions to American history 

● Engaging all community members in meaningful ways 

● Connecting local stories to our 5 Guiding Themes 

For inspiration, visit our mission at: https://www.america250mi.org/ 

Designate a Liaison 

Choose someone to communicate with America250MI staff for support and resources. 
This role requires no special experience—just willingness to connect. 

 

STEP 2: PASS YOUR OFFICIAL RESOLUTION 

Gaining Community Recognition for Your America250MI Committee 

Why Pass a Resolution? 

An official resolution: 

● Provides formal recognition for your committee 

● Demonstrates community commitment to America250MI 

● Opens doors for collaboration with local government 

● Creates momentum for your initiatives 

● Shows how your community embraces our 5 Guiding Themes 

Use the Provided Template 

The resolution template (included below) can be customized to reflect your community's 
unique vision. Work as a committee to: 

● Highlight local connections to our 5 Guiding Themes 

● Include specific goals for your commemoration activities 

● Reflect your community's diverse voices and perspectives 

● Emphasize inclusive participation 

https://www.america250mi.org/


 

 

Seek Adoption 

Present your resolution to: 

● City councils or county commissions 

● Township boards 

● Tribal authorities 

● Other local governing bodies 

● A resolution can be passed by any body or group!  

Tips for Success: 

● Schedule time on the agenda in advance 

● Bring committee members to show community support 

● Prepare a brief presentation explaining America250MI and your plans 

● Emphasize how this connects to broader state and national celebrations 

Engage Your Broader Community 

Throughout the resolution process: 

● Host information sessions about America250MI 

● Use social media to share updates 

● Use the marketing folder to share our logos and branded images 

● Invite community feedback and input 

● Connect your efforts to our 5 Guiding Themes 

 

  



 

 

STEP 3: CELEBRATE AND TAKE ACTION 

Turning Your Resolution into Community Engagement 

Celebrate Your Success 

Once your resolution passes: 

● Organize a public announcement event 

● Share the news through local media – see the press release template in the 
marketing folder. 

● Thank everyone who participated 

● Use this momentum to build excitement for future activities 

Plan Regular Meetings 

Establish a schedule that works for your members to: 

● Brainstorm event ideas connected to our 5 Guiding Themes 

● Plan community activities for the 250th anniversary 

● Build relationships and maintain momentum 

● Coordinate with other local organizations 

Connect with America250MI 

Your official committee can: 

● Apply for grants starting November 1, 2025  
Only organizations whose primary function is history can apply, and you must 
be a 501(c)3, a tribal government or a municipal government. 

● Participate in statewide initiatives 

● Access resources and promotional materials on the America250MI website: 
www.america250mi.oeg  

● Join our network of Michigan communities celebrating together! 

 

  

http://www.america250mi.oeg/


 

 

NEXT STEPS & RESOURCES 

Immediate Actions: 

□ Organize your first committee meeting □ Customize and present your resolution  

□ Designate your America250MI liaison □ Begin planning your first community event 

Available Support: 

● America250MI Staff - guidance and resources 

● Grant Opportunities - funding for your initiatives (opens November 1, 2025) 

Only organizations whose primary function is history can apply, and you must be a 501(c)3, 
a tribal government or a municipal government. 

● Statewide Network - connect with other communities 

● Educational Materials - resources for all ages 

Contact Information: 

America250MI Email: Robert.america250mi@gmail.com   

Website: https://www.america250mi.org/  Phone: 517-376-4848 

________________________________________ 


